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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

This report  presents  the results of a 
s tudy of the economic benefits of 
L a u g h l i n / B u l l h e a d  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
Airport  on the airport  service area 
during 1999. 

The airport  service area  includes the 
southern portion of Clark County, 
Nevada,  the western  section of Mohave 
County Arizona, and the eastern par t  of 
San Bernardino County, California. 

The Laughlin/Bullhead Internat ional  
Airport  is located in the northern area 
of Bullhead City, Arizona. The airport 
is on the east  side of the Colorado River 
and the gaming  resort  center of 
Laughlin, Nevada,  is on the west side of 
the river. There are 11 casinos with 10 
on Casino Drive directly across from the 
airport. 

Commercial air service includes daily 
flights from Phoenix as well as charter  
flights from various destinations that  
serve gaming and resort  activity in 
Laughlin. The airport  provides general 
aviation services for both recreational 
and business flyers. There were 60 
based aircraft  at  the airport  at  the 
beginning of 1999. 

D-1 

The objective of this study was to 
analyze economic activity related to 
L a u g h l i n / B u l l h e a d  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
Airport and quant i fy the economic 
benefits associated with the presence of 
the airport. 

M E A S U R I N G  E C O N O M I C  
B E N E F I T S  

Airports bring benefits to the regional 
economy in m a n y  ways. As a 
t r anspor ta t ion  center,  an airport  
facil i tates commerce through the 
movements of air  t ravelers  and cargo, 
usually with shorter  time to destination 
than other modes of t ransport .  

Airports bring essential  services to a 
community, including enhanced medical 
care (such as air  ambulance service), 
support for law enforcement and fire 
control, and courier delivery of mail and 
high value parcels. These services raise 
the quality of life for residents and 
main ta in  a competitive environment for 
economic development. 

A l though  q u a l i t a t i v e  a d v a n t a g e s  
created by the presence of an airport are 
significant and widely acknowledged, 
they are also difficult to measure.  In 
studying airport  benefits, regional 
analysts  have emphasized indicators of 
economic activity for airports that  can 
be quantified, such as dollar value of 
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production of output,  number  of jobs 
created, and earnings of workers.  

The Laughlin/Bullhead In terna t ional  
Airport is a source of economic output  
(the production of aviat ion services) 
which creates employment and earnings 
for workers on the airport .  In addition, 
visitors who arrive by air  a t  the airport  
create demand for goods and services off 
the airport,  such as casino gaming, 
lodging and retailing. Air visitors 
generally have grea ter  expenditures as 
compared to visitors using other modes 
of travel. This spending produces 
revenues for firms in the hospital i ty 
sector as well as employment  and 
earnings for workers.  

Output in dollars can be evaluated 
from either side of the producer/ 
consumer transact ion.  From the 
perspective of the supplier of goods and 
services, the dollar value of output  is 
equal to the revenues received by tha t  
producer. From the viewpoint of the 
consumer, the dollar value of the goods 
and services of output  is equal to the 
amount  tha t  the consumer spent  to 
purchase tha t  output. 

In addition to the pr ivate  businesses 
there are also adminis t ra t ive  agencies 
tha t  make expenditures in the economy 
as they produce services for the 
community. In any  given year,  
e x p e n d i t u r e s  for  a g e n c i e s  a r e  
determined by the agency budget. 
Usual  practice is to define the budgets 
of agencies as an indicator of the dollar 
value of their production or output. 
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The sales of on-airport f irms and the 
budgets of on-airport adminis t ra t ive  
agencies were utilized to measure  the 
value of output on the airport  for 1999. 
The value of output produced off-airport 
by suppliers of goods and services to air 
visitors was measured by spending as 
reported on visitor surveys. These 
indicators were combined and labeled as 
R e v e n u e s  in this study. 

E m p l o y m e n t  is a measure  of the 
number  of jobs supported by the 
revenues created by the presence of 
L a u g h l i n / B u l l h e a d  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
Airport. Employment in pr ivate  firms 
and administrative agencies was tallied 
to determine the number  of jobs due to 
the presence of the airport. 

E a r n i n g s  represent the dollar value of 
payments  received by workers  (as 
wages) and business proprietors (as 
income) who create the goods and 
services that  are sold to produce 
revenues. 

DATA COLLECTION 

Information on revenues, employment  
and earnings was collected directly from 
suppliers and users of aviation services 
to measure  economic activity created by 
the presence of the airport. Sources of 
information included interviews and 
surveys of based aircraft owners, on- 
airport  employers, the Mohave County 
Airport  Authority, and general  aviation 
travelers who used the airport  during 
the 1999 period. Survey forms are 
shown in an appendix to this report. 
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Airport  Benef i t  Surveys  

• Airport Tenants/Employers 

• Based Aircraft Owners 

• Air Visitors 

Airlines, businesses in the terminal ,  
airport tenants,  and others doing 
business on the airport received a 
survey form designed for airport 
employers. Items requested included 
annua l  average employees, payroll, 
operating expenditures, and revenues. 

Based aircraft owners were surveyed 
using records of aircraft ownership. 
The based aircraft survey asked for 
information on value of aircraft, costs of 
operation, and travel patterns including 
purpose and length of trips. 

General Aviation Visitor Surveys were 
mailed to owners of aircraft that  had 
visited the area during the past  year. 
The Mohave County Airport Authority 
and operations staff  main ta in  excellent 
records on visi t ing aircraft and were 
able to provide addresses of several 
hundred registered aircraft owners. 

Expenditures made by commercial and 
charter air l ine passengers were based 
on figures compiled for 1999 by the Las 
Vegas Convent ion  and  Vis i tors  
Authority through the cooperation of 
the Laughlin Nevada Chamber  of 
Commerce. 
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SOURCES OF 
ECONOMIC BENEFITS 

Economic benefits (output, employment 
and earnings) are created when 
economic activity takes place both on 
and offthe airport. The three sources of 
economic benefits are (1) on-airport 
benefits, (2) air visitor benefits and (3) 
indirect (or multiplier)  benefits. The 
economic benefits of Laughlin/Bullhead 
International  Airport by source and 
location are shown in Table 1. 

On-Airport Benef i t s  

There were fourteen employers located 
on Laughlin/Bullhead Internat ional  
Airport in 1999, including FBO services, 
flight training, food services, auto 
rental,  the air traffic control tower, 
adminis t ra t ive  offices, and retail  
activities. 

Including the revenues and employment 
created by outlays for airport capital 
projects, these economic units reported 
on-airport benefits of: 

o510.8 Mill ion R e v e n u e s  

• $2.3 Mill ion Earnings  

• 106 On-Airport Jobs  

Air Vis i tor  Benef i t s  

An additional source of aviation-related 
spending comes from visitors to the area 
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that  arrive at Laughl in /Bul lhead 
Internat ional  Airport. When air 
travelers make  off-airport expenditures 
these outlays create revenues (sales) for 
firms that  supply goods and services to 
visitors. 

During 1999 there  were 17,175 
t ransient  (visiting) general  aviation 
aircraft and 42,938 general  aviation air 
travelers tha t  arr ived at Laughlin/  
Bullhead In te rna t iona l  Airport. 

There were 36,977 visitors arriving by 
commercial air  carr iers  (scheduled or 
charter service), yielding a total number  
of air visitors of 79,915 during the year. 

Visitors t ravel ing  for business or 
personal reasons spent for casino 
gaming, lodging, food and drink, 
en t e r t a inmen t ,  r e t a i l  goods and 
services, and ground transportation 
including auto renta l  and taxis, 
creating airport  service area revenues, 
employment and earnings  of: 

$$35.3  M i l l i o n  R e v e n u e s  

• $9.1 M i l l i o n  E a r n i n g s  

• 541 Of f -A irpor t  J o b s  

D i r e c t  B e n e f i t s  

The direct benefits  represent  the sum of 
on-airport and off-airport (visitor) 
revenues, earnings  and employment 
due to the presence of the airport and 
its aviation activity. 
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Direct benefits are the "first round" 
impacts and do not include any 
mult ipl ier  effects of secondary spending. 
The direct benefits of•n-airport  and off- 
airport economic activity related to 
L a u g h l i n / B u l l h e a d  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
Airport in 1999 were: 

• $46.1 Mi l l ion  R e v e n u e s  

• $11.4 Mi l l ion  E a r n i n g s  

• 647 J o b s  

The airport created benefits to workers 
by providing income and earnings 
wi thin  the region in 1999 of•  11,399,868 
representing the payment  for the labor 
component of the economic activity due 
to the presence of the airport. 

There were 647 jobs created directly by 
suppliers and users of aviation services. 
More than  four out of every five jobs 
directly associated with the presence of 
the airport (541) were in sectors such as 
lodging and retail which serve air 
visitors. 

I n d i r e c t  B e n e f i t s  
(Mul t ip l i er  Effects )  

Indirect benefits are created when the 
ini t ial  spending by airport employers or 
visitors circulates and recycles through 
the economy. These indirect benefits 
are often referred to as "multiplier 
effects." 

In contrast to initial  or direct benefits, 
the indirect benefits measure the 
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magni tude  of successive rounds of 
respending as dollars are spent by those 
who work for or sell products to airport 
employers or the hospitality sector. 

For  example,  when  an a i rcraf t  
mechanic's wages are spent to purchase 
food, housing, clothing, and medical 
services, these dollars create more jobs 
and income in the general  economy of 
the region through multiplier effects of 
respending. 

Multiplier impacts were computed 
using coefficients produced by the 
Nevada  Cooperative Extension and 
Un ive r s i t y  Cente r  for Economic 
Development, Universi ty of Nevada at  
Reno (see Defining the Economic 
Interaction Between Laughlin, Nevada 
and Bullhead City, Arizona, January ,  
1999). 

The multipliers used were based on a 
multi-regional input-output model for 
Laughlin,  Bullhead City, and Mohave 
County. The model est imates the 
impacts on each of the three areas  
resul t ing from activity originating in 
any one of the three. The model 
includes a casino sector (particularly 
impor tant  for es t imat ing the output, 
employment,  and earnings associated 
with visitor spending) and also accounts 
for labor flows (effects from workers 
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living, earning and spending in different 
areas of the region). 

The initial direct revenue stream in the 
service a rea  of $46.1 million created by 
the presence of Laughlin/Bullhead 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  A i rpo r t  s t imu la t ed  
indirect revenues in the airport service 
area  of $26.8 million. Indirect benefits 
from multiplier effects within the 
airport  service area  were computed as 

• $26.8 Mi l l i on  R e v e n u e s  

• $4.0 Mi l l i on  E a r n i n g s  

• 167 J o b s  

Tota l  B e n e f i t s  

The total benefits of the airport are the 
sum of the direct benefits and the 
indirect benefits which result  as dollars 
recirculate in the regional economy. The 
total benefits of Laughlin/Bullhead 
Internat ional  Airport  in 1999 were 
calculated to be: 

• $72.8 Million Revenues 

• $15.4 Million Earnings  

• 814 Total Employment  
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TABLE 1 
Summary  of Economic  Benefits:  1999 
Laughl in /Bul lhead  In t e rna t iona l  Ai rpor t  

On-Airport  Benef i t s  

Airlines 
Airport Businesses 
FBO Services 
Tower 
Airport Author i ty  
Capital Projects  

Air Visi tor  Benef i t s  

Lodging 
Casino Gaming 
Food/Drink 
Retail Goods/Services 
Enter ta inment  

Direct  Benefits:  
Sum of On Ai rpo r t  & 
Air Visi tor  Benef i t s  

Indirect  Benef i t s  

TOTAL BENEFITS 

l i 

$10,790,370 

35,275,254 

46,065,624 

26,766,136 

$72,831,760 

$2,310,661 

9,089,207 

106 

541 

11,399,868 

3,955,637 

$15,355,505 

647 

167 

814 
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ON-AIRPORT BENEFITS 

This section provides more detail on the 
economic benefits associated with 
activity on site at  Laughlin/Bullhead 
Internat ional  Airport. 

Table 2 i l lustrates the data  on 
revenues,  employment and earnings 
obtained from mail surveys and 
interviews conducted with airport 
tenants  during 1999. Values shown for 
revenues (sales), employment and 
earnings do not include multiplier 
effects of indirect benefits. 

Copies of the surveys used to compile 
these figures are included in this report 
as an appendix. To encourage employers 
to release confidential figures on 
employment,  earnings and revenues, 
those responding to the surveys were 
told tha t  the figures would be used only 
as aggregate  totals for each category. 
Therefore, details on employment by 
i nd iv idua l  r e s p o n d e n t s  are not  
presented in Table 2. 

Revenues  From 
On-Airport A c t i v i t y  

On-airport  activity created revenues of 
$9.1 million in 1999. There were 14 
employers on the airport during the 
1999 study period. One of these, a 
convenience store, was a non-aviation 
business but  is on airport property and 
is under  the management  of the 
Mohave County Airport Authority. 
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Airline personnel handle ticket sales, 
supervise passenger boarding and 
dep lanement ,  and provide cargo 
services. FBO activities include 
maintenance,  and line services for 
based aircraft  and t ransient  travelers 
as well as flight training, aircraft  sales 
and rental ,  aircraft  charter  and pilot 
supplies. 

Other  activity at  the airport includes 
rental  cars, in-terminal businesses, air  
traffic control services through the 
tower, air  rescue and fire fighting, and 
overall adminis t rat ion from the Mohave 
County Airport Authority. 

Capital Projects 

Capital  projects are vital for airports to 
main ta in  safety and provide for growth. 
C a p i t a l  s p e n d i n g  for  a i r p o r t  
improvements  also creates jobs and 
injects dollars into the local economy. 
Because capital improvement spending 
varies from year  to year, a five year  
average was used to measure  capital 
spending. During the most recent five 
year  period, an annual  average of $1.6 
mill ion was invested in capital  
improvements at  Laughlin/Bullhead 
Internat ional  Airport. Projects ranged 
from outlays for maintenance on 
grounds, buildings, and hangars  to 
apron pavement  and construction of the 
new tower. 

Employment  and Earnings 

Surveys and interviews with on-airport 
employers provided a tally of 97 jobs on 
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the airport. These employees on the 
airport brought home annual earnings 
of $2.0 million. With the addition of an 
annual average of 9 construction 
workers, the average employment on 
the airport was 106 workers in 1999 
and earnings of $2.3 million. 

S u m m a r y  of On-Airpor t  Benef i ts  

On-airport activity at Laughlin/ 
Bullhead International Airport created 
$10.8 million in revenue flows. These 
revenues supported employment of 106 
workers on the airport, with earnings 
of $2.3 million. 

TABLE 2 
On-Airport Benef i t s :  Revenues,  E a r n i n g s  and Employment  
L a u g h l i n / B u l l h e a d  International  A irport  

Sources  of On-Ai rpo r t  
Benef i ts  

Airlines 
Air Courier 
FBO Services 
Automobile Rental  
Businesses in Terminal 
Fuel and Line Services 
Aircraft Charter &Rental 
Pilot Training & Supplies 
Air Traffic Control Tower 
Air Rescue and Fire 

Fighting 
Mohave County Airport 

Authority 

$9,143,494 $2,084,700 97 

Capital  P r o j e c t s  1,646,876 225,961 9 

ON-AIRPORT BENEFITS $10,790,370 $2,310,661 106 

Source: S u r v e y  o f  airport employers ,  1999 
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AIR VISITOR BENEFITS 

Laughlin/Bullhead Internat ional  Airport 
a t t racts  visitors from throughout the 
Western region and the nation who come to 
the area for recreational ,  business and 
personal travel. This section provides detail 
on economic benefits from air travelers who 
used the airport  in 1999. Values shown for 
spending (revenues), employment and 
earnings do not include multiplier effects of 
indirect benefits. 

Airl ine Vis i tors  

Airline visitors come to the Laughlin/ 
Bullhead City area  on regularly scheduled 
airlines and char ter  flights from various 
points in the nation. 

In 1999, there were 42,996 airline 
e n p l a n e m e n t s  a t  L a u g h l i n / B u l l h e a d  
Internat ional  Airport. According to an 
analysis of the air  t raveler  origin and 
destination da ta  bank  of the U. S. 
Depar tment  of Transportat ion,  86 percent 
were visitors to the area.  Economic benefit 
calculations for airline visitors were based 
on t h e s e  3 6 , 9 7 7  p e r s o n s  u s i n g  
Laughlin/Bullhead Internat ional  Airport 
and do not include t ravelers  who may have 
arrived on airlines at  other airports such as 
Las Vegas. 

Profiles for visitors to the Laughlin area 
have been compiled by the Las Vegas 
Convention and Visitors Authori ty (see 1999 
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Laughlin Visitor Profile Study, Las Vegas 
Convention and Visitors Authority). 

The average travel par ty visiting the 
Laughlin/Bullhead City area was 2.3 
persons. The average stay reported by all 
visitors was 3.3 days, or 2.3 nights. Only 
four percent of travel parties reported they 
were traveling with children. 

These 36,977 airline visitors contributed to 
122,090 visitor days (Table 3). On an average 
day, there were 335 airline visitors staying 
in the Laughlin/Bullhead City area, and 96 
percent of these participated in some 
gambling activity. Time spent in gambling 
exceeded five hours per day. 

TABLE 3 
Airl ine  Vis i tor  Travel  Pat terns  
L a u g h l i n / B u l l h e a d  Internat ional  
Airport  

E n p l a n e m e n t s  42,996 

Percent  Vis i tors  86% 

N u m b e r  of  36,997 
Vis i tors  

Average  Days  3.3 
Stay 

Vis i tor  Days  122,090 

Source: Based on 1999 Laughlin Visitor 
Profile Study, Las Vegas  Convent ion  and 
Vis i tors  Authority ,  and U. S. D e p a r t m e n t  of 
Transportat ion  Origin and Dest inat ion  data. 



Expenditures per person per trip averaged 
$564 for each airline visitor in 1999, 
including an average gaming budget per 
person of $385. Gaming budgets accounted 
for 68 percent of total trip expenditures, 
making up the largest proportion of travel 
budgets (Table 4). 

The second largest single category of 
spending for airline travelers was lodging, 
at $70 per trip. This figure includes those 
visitors who stayed with friends or relatives 
and therefore had no direct outlays for 
lodging. Lodging accounted for 12 percent of 
visitor outlays during the average stay. 

Expenditures for food and drink in 
restaurants and other establishments 
accounted for 11 percent of outlays for the 
typical airline traveler, averaging $62 per 
person for the stay of 3.3 days. Outlays for 
retail spending and entertainment,  
including golf, movies, shows, and other 
attractions averaged $35per trip, with retail 
expenditures accounting for most of this. 
Airline visitors reported transportation 
outlays averaging $12 per trip in 1999, 
predominantly for taxis or rental autos. 

The economic benefits from airline visitors 
as measured by revenues, earnings and 
employment are shown in Table 5. Total 
expenditures by airline travelers in the 
Laughl in-Bul lhead City area were 
estimated as $20.4 million in 1999. 

Expenditures on lodging by airline 
passengers summed to $2.6 million in 1999. 
Outlays for food and drink were almost as 
large, at $2.3 million. Retail spending was 
$1.1 million and entertainment added an 
addition $147,000. All these categories were 
dwarfed by airline gaming, at $14.2 million. 
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TABLE 4 
Airline Visitor Spending  
Per Person Per Trip 
Laughl in /Bul lhead  International  
Airport 

~C~ego ~;~ii~:]:Spendmg:;, P e r c e n t  

Lodging $70 12 

Food/Drink 62 11 

Retail  31 6 

Entertainment  4 1 

Transportation 12 2 

Gaming Budget 385 68 

TOTAL $564 100 

Source:  Based  on 1999 Laughl in  Visitor 
Profile Study, Las Vegas  Convent ion  and 
Vis i tors  Author i ty  

(Note: To make allowances for the presence 
of auto rental agencies and taxi pick-ups on 
the airport, revenues, earnings and 
employment from ground transportation 
spending were included in the on-airport 
tables. Airline visitors spent $444,000 on 
ground transportation in 1999, supporting 15 
jobs with earnings of $300,000.) 

Earnings and employment associated with 
expenditures by airline visitors were 
computed using the input-output model 
developed by the Nevada Cooperative 
Extension and University Center for 
Economic Development, University of 
Nevada at Reno (Defining the Economic 
Interaction Between Laughlin, Nevada and 
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Bullhead City, Arizona, January, 1999). 
Therefore, estimates for employment and 
earnings created by each category of 
spending should be consistent with and 
comparable to that existing study. 

Spending by airline visitors arriving at 
Laughlin/Bullhead International Airport 
created 312 direct jobs in the Laughlin - 
Bullhead City area in 1999 (before including 
indirect multiplier effects of respending). 
The greatest employment effect was in the 
casino or gaming sector, where airline 
visitors were responsible for 210 jobs. 

Next in importance was the food service 
sector, with 45 jobs. Airline visitors 
supported employment for 36 workers in 
lodging places, and contributed to an 
additional 19 jobs in retailing. 

Earnings from jobs created by airline visitor 
spending exceeded $5.0 million in 1999. 
Some two thirds of earnings ($3.6 million) 
were in the gaming sector. Earnings to 
workers in the lodging and food services 
sectors exceeded one half million dollars. 
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TABLE 5 
E c o n o m i c  B e n e f i t s  from Air l ine  Vis i tors  - R e v e n u e s ,  E a r n i n g s  and E m p l o y m e n t  
L a u g h l i n / B u l l h e a d  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Airport  

L o d g i n g  $2,588,390 $724,750 36 

Food/Dr ink  2,292,574 596,069 45 

Reta i l  Sa l e s  1,146,287 355,349 19 

E n t e r t a i n m e n t  147,908 38,456 2 

G a m i n g  14,236,145 3,559,036 210 

TOTAL $20,411,304 $5,273,660 312 

Note: Visitor spending based on 1999 Laughlin Visitor Profile Study, Las Vegas Convention 
and Visitors Authority; Earnings and employment figures were derived from the input- 
output model  developed by the Nevada Cooperative Extension and University Center for 
Economic Development,  University of Nevada at Reno (Defining the Economic Interaction 
Between Laughlin,  Nevada and Bullhead City, Arizona, January,  1999). Employment is not 
necessarily full time equivalents; includes full and some part time workers, figures rounded 
to head counts.  Expenditures by visitors on ground transportation were allocated to "on- 
airport" category to reflect location of auto rental agencies and origination of taxi services 
at the airport terminal building. 
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General  Avia t ion  Vis i tors  

There were a total of 17,175 t ransient  
general  aviat ion aircraft  arrivals at 
Laughl in /Bul lhead International  in 
1999.  A q u e s t i o n n a i r e  was  
admin i s t e red  to general  aviation 
travelers to gather  information on 
origin of flight, purpose of travel, length 
of stay, destination,  and expenditures 
by category of spending for visitors. 

Nearly two out of three general aviation 
visitors to the Laughlin/Bullhead City 
area  or ig inated  the i r  f l ights in 
California (Table 6). Over one ha l f  
(52%) were from Southern California 
with a much smal le r  proportion (11%) 
from Northern  California. The next 
most frequent origination was Arizona 
(19%). 

TABLE 6 
Origin of  Genera l  Aviat ion 
Vis i tors  
L a u g h l i n / B u l l h e a d  
In ternat iona l  Airport  

Southern  
Cal i fornia  

Ar izona  

Nor thern  
Cal i fornia 

52 

19 

11 

N e w  Mexico  5 

All  Other 13 

TOTAL 100 
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Some visitors stopped only briefly at the 
airport, some stayed for most of a day, 
and some stayed overnight. Overnight 
visitors represented 37percent and day 
visitors made up 63 percent of the 
t rans ient  GA aircraft  arr iving at the 
airport (Table 7). 

TABLE 7 
General  Aviat ion Aircraft  
L a u g h l i n / B u l l h e a d  
Internat ional  Airport  

Trans ient  AC 17,175 
Arrivals  

Percent  Overnight  37% 
A C  

Overnight  6,300 
Trans ient  AC 

Percent  One Day  63% 
AC 

One Day Trans ient  10,875 
AC 

Source: GA vis i tor  survey,  1999 

Separate analyses were conducted for 
those travelers who reported an 
overnight stay and those whose visit  
was one day or less in duration. 

Overnight  GA Vis i tors  

The travel pat terns under lying the 
calculation of overnight GA visitor 
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economic benefits are shown in Table 8. 
There were 6.300 overnight aircraft at 
L a u g h l i n / B u l l h e a d  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
Airport during 1999, and the average 
par ty  size was 2.5 persons, including 
the aircraft  pilot. The average stay for 
overnight visitors was 3.0 nights. 
Average spending per aircraft  was 
reported as $1,358 including all outlays 
for all t ravelers on their  overnight trip 
to the area. 

The leading reason for travel stated on 
the survey forms coml)leted bv general 
av i a t ion  o v e r n i g h t  v is i tors  was 
"tourism" (74%). Next in imDortance 
was "personal visit" (14%), followed by 
"business" (8%). An additional 4% of 
travelers reported they stayed overnight 
to rest  and buy fuel. 

TABLE 8 
General Aviat ion Overnight Visitors 
L a u g h l i n / B u l l h e a d  International  
Airport 

., ~ i ,  : ~,~:~'~ : ~!~'.~ ~ ................. • ............................................... 

............................................. ~ D~An~.l:iValue 

Transient AC Arr ivals  17,175 

Overnight Transient  
AC 

Avg. P a r t y  Size 

Average Stay  (days) 

6,300 

2.5 

3.0 

Spending per Aircraft $1,358 

Source: GA vis i tor survey, 1999 
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With an average travel party of 2.5 
persons, the 6,300 arriving overnight 
general aviation aircraft  carried a total 
of 15,575 visitors to Laughlin Bullhead 
In ternat ional  Airport  in 1999. 

Detail on spending per overnight 
aircraft  is shown in Table 9. As with 
airline passengers, the largest category 
for outlays is casino gaming, with a 
gambling budget of $893 per aircraft. 
Lodging accounted for 13 percent of 
each visitor dollar and averaged $184 
per aircraft  per trip. Food and drink per 
aircraft  was $120 for the 3 day stay in 
the area. 

The  r e t a i l ,  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  and  
trans~)ortation categories tended to 
have wide variat ions in reported 
s~)ending bv survev respondents. Retail ' 
ran~ed from zero to more than  $1.000 
for some travel Darties. Others reDorted 
s p e n d i n g  more  t h a n  $500 on 
en te r ta inment ,  while some spent 
nothing. 

Sliuhtlv more than  one half of travel 
Darties (52%) ret)orted no outlavs for 
~round t ranspor ta t ion  during their 
stay. The average ground transport  
s~)ending (auto rental  and taxi) per 
aircraft  was $24. 

! 



TABLE 9 
Spending  Per  Overnight  Aircraft 
Laugh l in /Bu l lhead  International 
Airport  

........ • ~ :  ~:~ ~i~'~-~:; ". ~ !ii~ ', 

Lodging $184 13 

Food/Drink 120 9 

Retai l  79 

Enter ta inment  58 

Transportat ion  24 

Gaming 893 
Budget  

TOTAL $1,358 

6 

4 

2 

66 

100 

Note: Expendi tures  per  aircraft are for 
all survey respondents ,  including those 
w h o  had no out lays  for some of the 
categories  shown. 

Source: GA vis i tor  survey, 1999 

D a y  V i s i t o r s  

According to t ie  down records 
ma in t a ined  by the Mohave County 
Airport  Authori ty ,  three out of five 
t r ans i en t  general  aviat ion visitors to 
L a u g h l i n / B u l l h e a d  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
Airport  s tayed in the service area for 
one day or less. In 1999, there were 
10,875 aircraft  t ha t  stopped at the 
airport  for one day while the travel 
par ty  had  thei r  aircraft  serviced, visited 
a casino, pursued a personal activity or 
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conducted business. The average travel 
par ty  size was 2.5 persons (Table 10). 
The number of visitor days created by 
one day aircraft was 27,188. 

The most frequently ment ioned purpose 
for the one day visit was "tourism" (55 
%) followed by "fuel stop" (35%). 
"Business" travel was cited by 8% of 
respondents and 2% were traveling for 
"personal" reasons. 

TABLE 10 
General Aviation Day Visitors 
Laughl in/Bul lhead International  
Airport 

One Day Transient AC 10,875 

Avg. Party Size 2.5 

Average Stay (Days) 1 

Number of GA 27,188 
Visitors 

Spending per $597 
Aircraft 

Total Expenditures $6,492,375 

Source: GA visitor survey, 1999 

These visitors spent  an amount  
reported as $597 per travel  par ty  per 
day, or an outlay for 2.5persons per 
aircraft  of $238 per person on their  trip. 
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TABLE 11 
Spending Per Day Visitor Aircraft 
Laughl in /Bul lhead International 
Airport 

Lodging 

Food]Drink 

Retail  

Enterta inment  

Transportat ion 

Gaming Budget  

TOTAL 

0 

76 13 

13 2 

64 11 

3 1 

441 73 

$597 100 

Source: GA visitor survey, 1999 

The largest expenditure category for 
one day visiting travel parties was their 
gambling budget, which averaged $441 
per aircraft for the day and accounted 
for nearly three fourths of outlays made 
(Table 11). Spending for food and drink 
was the second largest category, at $76 
per aircraft or approximately $30 per 
person. 

Entertainment spending was actually 
larger for one day aircraft than reported 
for the average overnight travel party. 
The one day aircraft average for 
entertainment was $64, while travel 
parties staying overnight spent $58 
during their trip. One explanation for 
this differential could be that overnight 
visitors received certain entertainment 
benefits or packages as part of their 
lodging arrangements while one day 
visitors had to pay separately. 
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Combined  GA 
Vis i tor  Spending  Benef i ts  

Table 12 shows the economic benefits 
resulting from spending in the region by 
combined overnight and day general 
aviation visitors arriving at Laughlin/ 
Bullhead International Airport. 

There were 17,175 transient general 
aviation aircraft that brought visitors to 
the airport in 1999. Of these, 6,300 
were arr iving overnight general 
aviation aircraft and 10,875 were one 
day visiting aircraft. Each overnight 
travel party spent a reported average of 
$1,358 during their trip to the 
L a u g h l i n / B u l l h e a d  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
Airport service area and travelers on 
each day visitor aircraft spent an 
estimated $597 per trip. 

Multiplying the expenditures for each 
category of spending by the number of 
aircraft yields the total outlays for 
lodging, food and drink, entertainment, 
retail spending and gaming due to GA 
visitors during the year. 

General aviation visitor spending on 
goods and services during 1999 summed 
to $14,863,950 in revenues for service 
area firms in the lodging, food service, 
retail, enter ta inment  and casino 
gaming sectors. (Note: since auto rental 
agencies are located in the terminal, 
outlays on ground transportation were 
included in the On Airport spending 
totals.) 

There were 74,438 visitor days 
attributable to general aviation 
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t ravelers  dur ing  the  year. Sixty-three 
percent of visi tor  days were due to 

overnight GA travelers and thirty-seven 
percent were one day visitors. 

TABLE 12 
E c o n o m i c  B e n e f i t s  f rom General  Aviat ion Vis i tors  - Revenues ,  E a r n i n g s  and  E m p l o y m e n t  
L a u g h l i n / B u l l h e a d  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Ai rpor t  

........... :~,, ~ ~ .~,~: ~ ~ , ~ i ~ Y $  ! ~ ' ! ~ ' ~ : f i ~ " ~  ' ~ , ~  ~2.~:~"" ~ ' ~ ,  ~ , ~ : ~ i ~  ~" ~ ' ~ ' ~ ' ~ . ' . - ' ~ ' ~ . ~  ~! 

: ! ~ ! i : ' ~ ' ~  ~ ~-~ :~" , F ~ ! ? ~ ,  ?-~.~!~,~i~)~:~'~:'~[ ~::~:: ~:~ :.'~ ~ ~ ~ , : ! ~ : ~ , ~ : J ~ ~ ' ~ ' ~ , ~ " ~ - ~  ~ ~ ~'~ ~ : ~  "~ " ~ : 

L o d g i n g  $184 

F o o d / D r i n k  120 

Reta i l  Sales  79 

$1,159,200 $324,576 16 

$76 1,582,500 411,450 31 

13 639,075 198,113 10 

E n t e r t a i n m e n t  58 64 1,061,400 275,964 17 

G r o u n d  T r a n s p o r t  24 3 I n c l u d e d  in  On-Airpor t  Benefi ts  

G a m i n g  B u d g e t  893 441 10,421,775 2,605,444 154 

TOTAL $1,358 $597 $14,863,950 $3,815,547 229 

Source: GA spend ing  from GA Visitor Survey,  1999; Ea rn ings  and employment  f igures 
were  de r ived  f rom the input-output  model  developed by the  Nevada  Cooperat ive 
Extens ion  a n d  Unive r s i ty  Center  for Economic Development ,  Univers i ty  of Nevada  at  
Redo(Defining the  Economic  In terac t ion  Be tween  L a u g h l i n ,  N e v a d a  a n d  B u l l h e a d  City, 
Ar i zona ,  J a n u a r y ,  1999). Employment  is not  necessar i ly  full t ime equivalents;  includes full 
and  some p a r t  t ime  workers ,  f igures rounded  to head  counts.  Expendi tures  by visitors on 
g round  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  were allocated to "on-a i rpor t"  ca tegory  to reflect location of auto 
ren ta l  agencies  a n d  originat ion of taxi services at  the  a i rpor t  t e rmina l  building. 

On an average day, there were 204 
visitors in the  service area that  had 
arrived via GA aircraf t  at  the airport. 
Average daily spending by GA air 
t ravelers  was  $47,723 within the 
average a i rpor t  service area. The 
average economic impact of any 
arr iv ing genera l  aviation aircraft 
(combined overnight  and day visitors) 
was $865. 
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The largest  spending category by 
general  aviation visitors was gaming 
activity with gaming budgets of $10.4 
million for the year. Gaming accounted 
for seventy percent of expenditures by 
general  aviation travelers in the service 
area.  

Spending for food and drink was the 
next largest  spending category ($1.6 
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million), followed by lodging and 
enter ta inment .  The smallest  spending 
component was in the retail sector. 

Of the spending of $14.9 mill ion 
created by GAvisitors, an average of 26 
cents of each dollar was used within  the 
service area by employers as earnings 
paid out to workers. Earnings  for 
employees in the local hospitality and 
gaming industry supported by general  
aviation travelers were $3.8 million. 

Expenditures  by GA visitors created 
229 jobs in the tourist sector in the 
L a u g h l i n  Bu l lhead  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
Airport service area. The largest  
employment  category was in the 
gaming  and casino sector with 154 jobs. 
Earnings  for these workers were $2.6 
mill ion in 1999. 

C o m b i n e d  Air l ine  and GA Vis i tors  

Table 13 presents the economic benefits 
derived from airline and general  

aviation visitors combined. Air 
travelers in the two categories together 
contributed to an overall combined 
figure of 196,461 visitors days and total 
spending of $35.3 million during 1999. 

The revenue flow in the Laughlin/  
Bullhead International  Airport service 
area from air visitors directly created 
541 jobs. Of this total, 364 or two- 
thirds, were in the casino gaming 
industry. An additional 76 jobs were in 
eating and drinking places, and 52 were 
in the lodging sector. Earnings  to 
workers serving air visitors in 1999 
were $9.1 million. 

Comparing on-airport revenue flows of 
$10.8 million with the off-airport 
revenues of $35.3 million, the off-airport 
economic benefits are calculated as 
slightly more than  three times greater. 
Employment  created is approximately 
five times greater off-airport. 
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TABLE 13 
E c o n o m i c  B e n e f i t s  f r o m  A i r l i n e  a n d  GA Vi s i t o r s  - Revenues ,  E a r n i n g s  a n d  
E m p l o y m e n t  
L a u g h l i n ] B u l l h e a d  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  A i r p o r t  

L o d g i n g  $ 3,747,590 $1,049,325 52 

Food/Drink 3,875,074 1,007,519 76 

R e t a i l  Sa l e s  1,785,362 553,463 29 

E n t e r t a i n m e n t  1,209,308 314,420 20 

Gaming  B u d g e t  24,657,920 6,164,480 364 

TOTAL $ 35,275,254 $ 9,089,207 541 

Note: Ai r l ine  v i s i to r  spending  based on 1999 Laughl in  Visitor Profile Study, Las Vegas 
Convent ion  and  Visi tors  Authori ty;  GA spending  from GA Visitor Survey, 1999; Ea rn ings  
and employmen t  f igures  were der ived f rom the  input-output  model developed by the 
Nevada Coopera t ive  Extension and  Univers i ty  Center  for Economic Development ,  
Univers i ty  of Nevada  at  Reno( Def in ing the Economic Interaction Between Laughl in ,  
Nevada a n d  B u l l h e a d  City, Arizona, J a n u a r y ,  1999). Employment  is not  necessar i ly  full 
t ime equivalents ;  inc ludes  full and some pa r t  t ime workers,  figures rounded  to head  counts.  
Expend i tu res  by v is i tors  on ground t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  were allocated to "on-airport"  ca tegory  
to ref lect  loca t ion  of auto ren ta l  agencies  and or ig ina t ion  of taxi services at  the a i rpor t  i 
t e rmina l  bui ld ing .  

INDIRECT BENEFITS: . . . .  
MULTIPLIER EFFECTS 

The output, employment ,  and earnings 
from on-airport  activity and visitor 
spending represent  the direct benefits 
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from the presence of Laughlin/Bullhead 
Internat ional  Airport. For the service 
area, these benefits summed to $46.1 
million of output (measured as revenues 
to firms and budgets of administrat ive 
units  ), 647 jobs, and earnings to 
workers and proprietors of $11.4 
million. These figures for ini t ial  
economic activity created by the 



I 
I 
I 
i 
I 
I 
I 
I 
l 
i 
i 
I 
I 
! 

I 
I 
I 
I 

presence of the airport do not include 
the "multiplier effects" that result from 
additional spending induced in the 
economy to produce the initial goods 
and services. 

Production of outputs requires inputs in 
the form of supplies and labor. 
Purchase of inputs creates additional or 
indirect revenues, employment and 
earnings due to the presence of the 
airport that should be included in total 
benefits of the airport. 

Airport benefit  studies rely on 
multiplier factors from input-output 
models to estimate the impact of 
successive rounds of spending on 
output, earnings and employment to 
determine indirect and total benefits 
resulting from initial on-airport and 
visitor benefits, as illustrated in the 
figure below. 

Multipliers for this study were obtained 
through the cooperation of the 
University of Nevada and are based on 
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the input-output model developed by 
the Nevada Cooperative Extension and 
Univers i ty  Center for Economic 
Development, University of Nevada at 
Reno(Defining the Economic Interaction 
Between Laughlin, Nevada and 
Bullhead City, Arizona, January, 1999). 

To demonstrate the methodological 
approach, average multipliers for 
revenues (output), earnings and 
employment are shown in Table 14. 
The average multipliers represent 
weighted multipliers for each industry 
in each category and are presented for 
illustrative purposes. 

To compute the actual indirect and total 
benefi ts  from visi tor  spending,  
individual multipliers were used for 
casino gaming, lodging, food and drink, 
retail and entertainment revenues, 
earnings, and employment. To compute 
on airport indirect and total benefits, 
separate multipliers were used for 
transportation, construction, auto 
rental and retail sales. 

! 



The multipliers in this table provide for 
calculating the indirect and total 
impacts on all industr ies  of the regional 
economy resul t ing  from the direct 
impact  of each aviation related 
industry. 

The multipliers for revenues show the 
average dollar change in revenues for 
all firms in the  service area  due to a one 
dollar increase in revenues either on the 
airport or th rough  visitor spending. 
Each dollar of new output (revenue) 
created by airport  operations circulates 
through the economy until it has  
st imulated total  output  in all industries 
in the service a rea  of $1.5296. Each 
dollar of visitor spending creates total 
output of $1.5968. 

Multipliers are constructed to allow for 
"leakage" of spending outside the 
regional economy. For example, when 
consumers buy vegetables produced in 
California or automobiles produced in 
Michigan, dollars flow to those states. 
Larger  metropolitan areas tend to have 
larger multipliers because areas tha t  
are more self sufficient rely less on 
importing of goods and services from 
other localities. Dollars spent in a 
larger economy tend to stay within the 
economy longer, recirculating to create 
a greater  multiplier impact. 

The revenue multiplier of 1.5296 for on 
airport activity shows that  for each 
dollar spent on the airport there is 
additional spending created of $0.5296 

Laughlin/Bullhead International Airport 
Economic Benefits and Multiplier Effects 

On-Airport Benefits 

Visitor Benefits 

Indirect Benefits 

Multipli  
Effect V 

i!iii i!iiii i  
~i.:::~Eb:o~ho.mic 

Benefits 
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or approximately 53 cents of indirect or 
multiplier spending. 

Direct revenues due to spending 
associated with  the presence of 
Laughlin/Bullhead international airport 
were $46.1 million in 1999. After 
accounting for the multiplier effect, 
total revenues created within the 
service area were $72.8 million. 
Indirect or secondary revenues were 
$26.7 million, the difference between 
total and direct revenues. 

The multiplier for earnings shows the 
dollar change in earnings for the service 
area  economy due to a one dollar 
increase in earnings ei ther on the 
airport or in the visitor sector. 

The earnings multipliers determine 
how wages paid to workers on or offthe 
airport stay within the economy and 
create additional spending and earnings 
for workers in non-aviation industries.  
For example, each dollar of wages paid 
for workers on the airport  s t imulates 
an additional 47.54 cents of earnings in 
the total economy. 

The total earnings benefit of the airport  
was $15.4 million in 1999, consisting of 
$11.4 million of direct benefits and $4.0 
million of indirect benefits. The 
economic interpretat ion is tha t  the 
presence of the airport  provided 
employment and earnings for workers,  
who then respent these dollars in the 
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service area. The initial wages of $11.4 
million were spent for consumer goods 
and services tha t  in tu rn  created 
additional earnings of $4.0 million. 

The multiplier for employment shows 
the total change in jobs for the service 
area economy due to an increase of one 
job on or off the airport. 

To illustrate, there were 106 jobs on the 
airport during 1999. These workers 
produced output in the form of aviation 
services. The purchases of supplies, 
materials  and various services to 
support airport  economic activity 
created additional jobs in the service 
area due to the presence of the airport. 
Moreover, when airport  workers spent 
their earnings in the local community, 
this demand for goods and services also 
created jobs. 

The overall resul t  is tha t  the 106 direct 
jobs on the airport  created and 
supported an additional 44 jobs in the 
service area  as indirect employment. 
The sum of the direct and indirect jobs 
created is the total employment benefit 
of 150 jobs. Applying the multiplier 
from the table: 

106 X 1.4151 = 150 

The total employment benefit for on 
airport and off airport  economic activity 
is 814 jobs with 647 direct jobs and 
indirect employment of 167. 
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TABLE 14 
Indirect Benefits and Average Multipliers Within the Airport Service Area 
Laughlin/Bullhead International Airport 

On-Airport Benefits $10,790,370 

Visitor Benefits 35,275,254 

1 .5296  $5,714,948 $16,505,319 

1 .5968  21,039,188 56,326,441 

26,766,136 72,831,760 Revenues 46,065,624 

On=Airport Benefits $ 2,310)661 1 . 4 7 5 4  $1)098,540 $ 3,409,204 

Visitor Benefits 9,089,207 1.3102 2,819,347 11,908,554 

Earnings 3,955,637 15,355,505 

On-Airport Benefits 

11,399,868 
~ . : ~ :  ....................... 

~,~ ~ "~!~i~!~i~ i ~  ~ I 

106 1.4151 

Visitor Benefits 541 1.2274 

Employment 647 

44 150 

123 664 

167 814 

Notes:  Some  c o l u m n s  m a y  no t  c o m p u t e  exac t ly  due  to r o u n d i n g .  Ave rage  mul t ip l i e r s  
for O n - A i r p o r t  Bene f i t s  i n c l u d e  au to  ren ta l ,  t r an spo r t a t i on ,  r e t a i l  and  cons t ruc t ion  
ca tegor ies ;  w h o l e s a l e  cost  of a v i a t i o n  fue l  was  no t  i n c l u d e d  in  m u l t i p l i e r  calculat ions;  
ave rage  m u l t i p l i e r s  for  Vis i tor  B e n e f i t s  i n c l u d e  casino gaming ,  lodging ,  food and dr ink ,  
retail ,  a n d  e n t e r t a i n m e n t .  Mul t ip l i e r s  o b t a i n e d  f rom the  i n p u t - o u t p u t  mode l  developed 
by t h e  N e v a d a  Coope ra t i ve  E x t e n s i o n  and  Un ive r s i t y  C e n t e r  for  Economic  
D e v e l o p m e n t ,  U n i v e r s i t y  of N e v a d a  at R e n o (  Defining the Economic Interaction 
Between Laughl in ,  Nevada and Bu l lhead  City, Arizona, J a n u a r y ,  1999). 
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BASED AIRCRAFT BENEFITS 

A survey of owners of aircraft  based at 
L a u g h l i n / B u l l h e a d  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
Airport was conducted to compile 
information on number  and value of 
aircraft,  annual  expenditures and 
usage pat terns ,  purpose of travel, 
average par ty  size, and average 
distance flown per trip. 

The average marke t  value for the 60 
aircraft  based at  Laughlin/Bullhead 
Internat ional  Airport  was $75,966. 
The total value of all aircraft  based at 
the airport was $4.6 million (Table 15). 

A significant portion of the revenue 
created on the airport  can be at tr ibuted 
to outlays by the owners of the general 
aviation based aircraft  for storage, 
maintenance,  and operation of their 
aircraft  throughout  the year. 

O w n e r s  r e p o r t e d  e x p e n d i t u r e s  
averaging $11,017 per year  on repairs,  
maintenance and operations. Using 
these values, the total spending created 
in the region due to outlays by aircraft  
owners can be est imated as $661,018 in 
1999. (Note tha t  annual  expenses for 
individual aircraft  can vary  greatly, 
depending on the size, technical 
specifications, and hours flown.) 

The combined distance logged on based 
general aviation aircraft  for personal 
and business travel summed to 1.2 
million miles in 1999. The passenger 
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miles, af ter  accounting for party size, 
totaled 3.0 million miles. 

TABLE 15 
Based Aircraft  Prof i le  
L a u g h l i n / B u l l h e a d  Internat ional  
Airport  

N u m b e r  of  Aircraf t  

Total  Market  V a l u e  

Average  Va lue  

Total  A n n u a l  
Outlays 

Average  A n n u a l  
Outlays 

60 

$4,557,931 

$75,966 

$661,018 

$11,017 

Source: Based aircraft owner survey, 
1~99 

An approximation of the dollar value of 
travel on based aircraf t  may  be made by 
comparison with financial reports of 
scheduled air carriers,  who report 
typical revenues per  passenger  mile in 
the range of 10 cents. Applying this 
value to passenger  miles traveled on 
aircraft based at  the airport, the 
"airline equivalent" value of general 
aviation travel  is $300,000. 

This figure is an est imate,  which does 
not include a measure  of the economics 
gains such as those from business trips, 
which may  have  been substantial.  
Personal trips, such as those for medical 
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reasons, often have high economic value 
as well. 

It  is important  for citizens and policy 
makers  to be aware  that  these 
unmeasured  but  qualitative elements 
represent  significant social and 
economic benefits created by airports 
for the regions which they serve. 

F o r  e x a m p l e ,  c o n v e n i e n t  a i r  
t ranspor ta t ion allows freedom for 
individuals to t ravel  to satisfy their  
preferences for goods, services, and 
personal needs. Airports make the 
regional economy more competitive by 
providing businesses ready access to 
markets ,  mater ia ls  and international  
commerce. 

General aviat ion introduces options of 
schedule flexibility, which also create 
value. 

L a u g h l i n / B u l l h e a d  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
Airport based general  aviation aircraft  
owners reported an  average of 42 non- 
t ra ining trips per year, which is an 
average of 3.5 non-training trips per 
month, or approximately one every 8.5 
days (Table 16). 

Overall, 57 percent  of trips (24 per year) 
were for personal  purposes and 43 
percent of general  aviation trips (18 
trips per year) were for business travel. 
However, 56 percent  of aircraft owners 
reported some business use for their  
aircraft  and among those who reported 
business use, the average was 32 trips 
for business purposes per year. 
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TABLE 16 
B a s e d  Aircraf t  - U s e  P a t t e r n s  
L a u g h l i n / B u l l h e a d  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
A irpor t  

Avg.  N u m b e r  o f  
Tr ips  

Avg.  P e r s o n a l  T r i p s  

Avg.  B u s i n e s s  T r i p s  

42 

24 

18 

P e r c e n t  P e r s o n a l  57% 
Trips  

P e r c e n t  B u s i n e s s  43% 
Trips  

Source: Based aircraft  owner  survey, 
1999 

The typical round trip for pleasure, 
recreation or other personal reasons 
was 535 miles, with 2.6 persons in the 
travel par ty (Table 17). There were an 
estimated 1,440 trips for personal 
reasons during the year.  

A i r c r a f t  a t  L a u g h l i n / B u l l h e a d  
International Airport  flew 771,203 
miles for personal reasons in 1999. 
With an average travel  par ty of 2.6 
persons, total non-business passenger 
miles flown during the year  summed to 
2.0 million. 
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The typical business use for a general 
aviation aircraft was 387 miles round 
trip with 2.4 persons in the travel party 
(Table 18). There were an estimated 
1,080 general aviation business trips 
originating from Laughlin/Bullhead 
International Airport during the year 
by based aircraft. 

TABLE 17 
Based  Ai r c r a f t  - P e r s o n a l  Use 
L a u g h l i n / B u l l h e a d  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
Ai rpor t  

Avg. P e r s o n a l  Tr ips  24 

Total  P e r s o n a l  Tr ips  1,440 

Avg. P a r t y  Size 2.6 

Avg. R o u n d  Tr ip  535 
Miles  

AC P e r s o n a l  M i l e s  771,203 

P a s s e n g e r  P e r s o n a l  2,023,031 
Miles  

Source: Based  a i r c r a f t  owner  
survey,  1999 
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Based aircraft flew 424,015 business 
miles in 1999. Passenger miles flown 
on business trips originating at 
L a u g h l i n / B u l l h e a d  In t e rna t i ona l  
Airport summed to 1.0 million. 

TABLE 18 
Based  Ai r c r a f t  - Bus iness  Use 
L a u g h l i n / B u l l h e a d  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
A i rpo r t  

Avg. Bus ine s s  Tr ips  18 

Total  Bus ine s s  Tr ips  1,080 

Avg. P a r t y  Size 2.4 

Avg. R o u n d  Tr ip  387 
Miles  

AC Bus ines s  Miles 424,015 

P a s s e n g e r  Bus ines s  1,022,624 
Miles  

Source:  Based  a i r c ra f t  owner  
survey ,  1999 
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SUMMARY AND FUTURE IMPACTS 

Airports are avai lable to serve the 
flying public and support the regional 
economy every day of the year. On a 
typical day at Laughl in /Bul lhead 
Internat ional  Airport, there are more 
than  130 operations by aircraft in use 
for passenger  and cargo transport,  
business,  recreation, and t ra in ing 
flights. 

During each day of the year  in 1999, 
L a u g h l i n / B u l l h e a d  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
Airport generated $200,000 of revenues 
wi th in  its service area (see box). 
Revenues and  production support jobs, 
not only for the  suppliers and users of 
aviation services, but  throughout the 
economy. 
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Each  day  L a u g h l i n / B u l l h e a d  
International Airport provides 106 jobs 
directly on the airport and in total 
supports 814 local jobs in the airport 
service area. These workers brought 
home daily earnings of $42,000 for 
spending in the communit ies  of 
Laughlin and Bullhead City in 1999. 

On an average day during the year, 
there are 538 visitors in the area who 
a r r i v e d  a t  L a u g h l i n / B u l l h e a d  
International Airport. The average 
expenditures for these visitors on a 
typical day are $96,000. 

Table 19 shows a summary  of economic 
benefits associated wi th  the airport in 
1999. Direct benefits to the service area, 
without including mul t ip l ier  effects, 
include revenues of $46.1 million, 647 
jobs and earnings to workers and 
proprietors of $11.4 million. 
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Laughlin/Bullhead International Airport 
Daily Economic Benefits 

$200,000 Revenues 

814 Local Jobs Supported 

$42,000 Income Earned 

$96,000 Visitor Spending 

538 Air Visitors 
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Including indirect or multiplier effects, 
total benefits to the service area are 
$72.8 million in revenues, 814 jobs and 
earnings of $15.4 million. 

As aviation activity increases in the 
airport  service area,  the economic 
benefits of the airport  to the regional 
economy may  be expected to increase. 

The short term planning horizon for the 
airport  is associated with an increase in 
enplanements  to an annual  level of 
125,000 and 77,700 total operations. 
Assuming commerce on the airport and 
in the community increases at the same 
pace, employment  on the airport will 
rise to 135 workers and jobs related to 
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air visitors will increase to 1,284 (Table 
20). 

Visitor spending will exceed $100 
million (measured in 2000 dollars) and 
the revenue benefits due to the presence 
of the airport  will increase to $183.9 
million, with multiplier effects. 

The in te rmedia te  te rm planning 
horizon is based on enplanements of 
200,000 with total operations of 97,000 
(Table 21). Direct employment from 
aviation activity will rise to 2,600 and 
the employment impact after all 
multiplier  effects is 3,502 total jobs. 
Revenues will rise to $276.3 million in 
the intermediate  term. 

I 



Tl~e long term is defined as 350,000 
enplanements, 104,000 general aviation 
operations, and 127,800 total operations 
per year. The long term projections 
imply on-airport employment of 222 
workers with earnings approaching $5 
million. Spending by air visitors will 
exceed $250 million, with employment 
of more than 4,000 workers. 

Accounting for all multiplier effects, 
jobs supported in the airport service 
area under the long term assumptions 
total 5,422. Revenues will be $455 
million, measured in 2000 dollars (see 
table 22 and the accompanying bar 
graph). 

TABLE 19 
S u m m a r y  of  Economic  Benefits: 1999 
Laughl inIBul lhead In te rna t iona l  Airpor t  

~ ~ ~ "  ~ ~ ' ; ~  ~ ~ ~ ~' ; /~ ~"~ ~ ~ ~ ; ~  ~ '  ~ " ~ ° ' ~ ' ~  ~ ' ~  ~" ~' ~ " ~ ' ~ '  ~'~~" " : " ~  ~ ' ~ ' ~ ' ~ ' ~  ~'~'~'~~ : ~  ' ~ ~ ' ~ ~ ' ~  ~ ~~'~/~:×~:~ "~"~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  I : ' :  ~ ' • ' ' '  . . . . .  : " ............................ ~ ............... ~ ........ 1 ent  mp o ~  

On-Airport  Act ivi ty  

Airl ine Visi tors 

GA Visi tors 

$10,790,370 $2,310,661 106 

20,411,304 5,273,660 312 

14,863,950 3,815,547 229 

D i r e c t  B e n e f i t s  4 6 ,  0 6 5 ,  6 2 4  1 1 , 3 9 9 ,  8 6 8  6 4 7  

Ind i rec t  Benefi ts  26,766,136 3,955,637 167 

Total  Benefi ts  $72,831,760 $15,355,505 814 

Note: Revenues,  earnings  and employment  for 1999 reflect  ac t iv i ty  and spending 
associa ted wi th  30,387 enplanements ,  48,617 general  aviat ion operat ions ,  and 
55,686 to ta l  operat ions.  
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TABLE 20 
Summary of Economic Benefits: Short Term 
Laughlin/Bullhead International  Airport 

On-Airport Activity $12,758,135 $ 2,908,831 135 

Airline Visitors 83,963,965 21,693,733 1,284 

GA Visitors 19,567,081 5,022,832 301 

Direct Benefi ts  116,289,181 29, 625,396 1, 720 

Indirect  Benefits 67,569,084 10,279,709 445 

Total Benefits $183,858,265 $ 39,905,105 2,165 

Note: Revenues, earnings and employment for short  term forecast period reflect activity and 
spending associated with 125,000 enplanements,  64,000 general aviation operations and 77,700 
total operations. 
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TABLE 21 
Summary of Economic Benefits: Intermediate  Term 
Laughlin/Bullhead International  Airport 

On-Airport Activity 15,927,144 $ 3,631,360 169 

Airline Visitors 134,342,344 34,709,972 2,055 

GA Visitors 24,458,851 6,278,540 376 

Direct Benefi ts  174, 728, 339 44, 619, 872 2, 600 

Indirect  Benefits 101,524,782 15,482,639 902 

Total Benefits $276,253,121 $ 60,102,511 3,502 

Note: Revenues, earnings and employment for in termedia te  term forecast period reflect activity 
and spending associated with 200,000 enplanements,  80,000 general aviation operations and 
97,000 total operations. 
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TABLE 22  
Summary of Economic Benefits: Long Term 
Laughlin/Bullhead International Airport 

On-Airport Activity 

Airline Visitors 

GA Visitors 

Direct Benefits 

Indirect  Benefits 

Total Benefits 

$20,984,422 $4,784,410 I 222 

235,099,102 60,742,453 [ 3,596 

31,796,507 8,162,101 t 489 

287,880,031 73,688,964 4,307 

167,270,848 25,569,316 

$455,150,879 $99,258,280 

1,115 

5,422 

Note: Revenues, earnings and employment for long term forecast period reflect activity and 
spending associated with 350,000 enplanements, 104,000 general aviation operations and 127,: 
total operations. 

l 

Laughlin/Bullhead International Airport 
Projected Future Benefits 

I Constant 2000 Dollars I $455.2 mil 

$183.9 mil 

$276.3 m il 

$72.8 mil 

l I 
1999 Short Intermediate Long 

Term Term Term 
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A P P E N D I X  

I ,AUGHLIN/BULLHEAD INTERNATIONAIJ 
A I R P O R T  

ECONOMIC B E N E F I T  STUDY 

S UR V E Y  F O R M S  
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To All Airport Employers and Tenants: 

An Economic Benefit Study for Laughlin/Bullhead International Airport will be included as 
part of the Master Plan now being prepared. Your cooperation is requested to compile 
meaningful economic data about the airport. This survey of employers will be handled with 
the strictest confidentiality by an independent consultant and only aggregate numbers will 
be used in publishing the report, ff you have questions about the survey, please call 
Laughlin/Bullhead International Airport (520) 754-2134. Please return the survey form in 
the postage paid return envelope within ten days. 

1. Please describe your main business activity (restaurant, aircraft maintenance, etc.) 

Type of business: 

2. How many employees do you have on the payroll? 
Ful l  T ime  

Part Time 

3. Please estimate your 1999 payroll 
$ 

. Please estimate your 1999 operating costs (do not include payroll 
but do include cost of utilities, goods and services) 
$ 

5. Please estimate 1999 total sales for your business 

a. EITHER indicate amount if you can release it $ 

I 
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b. OR mark appropriate range on scale below 

0 25 50 75 100  200 400 500 750 1 
10 ($ Thousands) 
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2 5 
($ Mil l ions)  
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Dear Aircraft Owner: 

I As part of the master 

I 
I 
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plan we are preparing an Economic Benefit Study for 
Laughlin/Bullhead International AirporL Your cooperation is needed In order to compile 
meaningful economic data about the airport. This survey of based aircraft owners will be 
handled with the strictest confidentiality and only aggregate numbers will be used in the 
report. If you have questions about the survey, please call Laughlin/Bullhead 
International Airport (520) 754-2134. Please return the survey form in the enclosed 
envelope within ten days. 

1. How many aircraft do you have based at Laughlin/Bullhead International Airport? 

2. Please estimate the market value of your aircraft. 

I 3. Please estimate your annual outlays for fuel, maintenance, insurance, storage and 
other expenses associated with your aircraft. 

I 
I 

4. Please estimate the annual number of (non- training) trips in your aircraft. 

Business Personal 

I 
i 

5. Please estimate average ROUND TRIP MILEAGE for a typical (non-training) trip. 

Business Personal 

I 
I 
I 

6. What was the average number of persons on a typical trip? 
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B u s i n e s s  P e r s o n a l  

Dear Aircraft Owner: 

Your aircraft appears on our listing of visitors to Laughlin/Bullhead International Airport during the past 
year. We are asking your assistance in completion of this confidential questionnaire to measure the 
economic benefits from spending by GA visitors. The information will help us improve services for 
General Aviation travelers. If you have questions about the survey, please call Laughlin/Bullhead 
International Airport (520) 754-2134. Please return the survey form in the enclosed envelope within ten 
days. 

1. What was the main purpose of your most recent visit to the Laughlin/Bullhead City area? 

Fuel stop only _ _  Business trip 
Personal/family visit 
2. How many people were in your travel party? Circle : 

Tourism/sightseeing 

1 2 3 4 or more (specify) 

. Where was your primary destination while in the area? Did not leave airport 

Laughlin Bullhead City Other (specify) 

4. Please describe your aircraft: Single engine piston Multi-engine piston 

Turboprop Turbojet Other type of aircraft (please describe) 

5. How m a n y  n i g h t s  d i d  y o u  s t a y  in  t h e  L a u g h l i n ] B u l l h e a d  C i ty  a r e a ?  

C i r c l e :  N o n e  (day  t r ip )  1 2 3 4 o r  m o r e  (speci fy)  

6. P l ea se  e s t i m a t e  s p e n d i n g  by  y o u r  E N T I R E  TRAVEL PARTY on  y o u r  v i s i t  to  t he  
a rea .  

Do n o t  i n c l u d e  e x p e n d i t u r e s  fo r  a i r c r a f t  fue l  o r  FBO serv ices .  P l e a s e  c i rc le  the  
f igure .  
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Hote l /Lodg ing :  

None  $50 75 100 125 150 200 300 400 500 600 700 800 o r  m o r e  (specify) 

R e s t a u r a n t  F o o d  a n d  D r i n k :  

None  $10 25 50 75 100 125 150 175 200 300 400 500 600 o r  m o r e  (specify) 

R e t a i l  S p e n d i n g  fo r  Goods  a n d  S e r v i c e s  ( i n c l u d e  g r o c e r i e s  b u t  n o t  e n t e r t a i n m e n t )  

N o n e  $10 25 50 75 100 125 150 175 200 300 400 500 600 o r  m o r e  (specify) 

e t c~ . . n t e r t a inmen t  (do n o t  i n c l u d i n g  g a m i n g  b u t  do i n c l u d e  golf,  shows ,  r i v e r  r ides ,  

N o n e  $10 25 50 75 100 125 150 175 200 300 400 500 600 o r  m o r e  (specify)  

G r o u n d  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  I n c l u d i n g  A u t o  R e n t a l :  

N o n e  $10 25 50 75 100 125 150 175 200 300 400 500 600 o r  m o r e  (specify) 

P l e a s e  e s t i m a t e  t h e  TOTAL GAMING BUDGET fo r  y o u r  PARTY fo r  t h i s  t r ip .  
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C ' 
Associates 
Airport Consultants 
I I 

KANSAS CITY 
(816) 524-3500 

PHOENIX 
(602) 993-6999 I 

237 N.W. Blue Parkway 
Suite 100 

Lee's Summit, MO 64063 

11022 N. 28th Drive 
Suite 240 

Phoenix, AZ 85029 I 
I 


